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king, Nandivarman. Besides Devaram he has
sung Thiruthondar Thokai   which gives a
brief account of the Nayanmars who lived earlier
to him and also contemporary to him. Manicka
vachagar was not found in the list and so he must
have lived later than Sundaramoorthy.

MANICKA VACHAGAR: He is said to have
lived in the 9th century A.D. Being well-learned
he became the chief minister of Pandya King at
the age of 16. He responded to the divine call and
resigned his job. He visited all the Siva temples
and sang hymns in praise of the deities. Finally
he* settled at Chidambaram and attained the feet
of God at the dge of 18. He has composed
Thiruvachagam, Thirukovaiyar, Thirukatakam
and Thiruvempavai. Thiruvempavai is being
sung during the month of Margasirsha by Saiv-
ites in the early morning. The sweetness of the
songs and their universal appeal have made the
work so popular that the saying goes "Nothing
can melt the heart of a man who is not melted by
Thiruvachagam". Devotees can bask in the Sun-
shine of God's grace by reciting his hymn.

The Saivite Nayanmars and Vaishnavite Al-
wars worked hard to drive out Jainism and
Buddhism from Tamilnadu. They were the pil-
lars of the Bhakti cult in Tamilnad.

Sir, what are the several sacred Saivite temples
about which the Saiva saints have sung?
There are nearly 274 temples about which they
have sung. In Sri Lanka there are two, in Pandia
Nadu there are 22, in Cholanadu there are 190, in